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1 . DEPARTMENT REQUESTED EMBASSY IN REF AGM YEAR AGO SEEK 
TURKISH GOVT AGREEMENT TO PUBLISH IN "FOREIGN RELATIONS OF 
THE UNITED STATES", 1951, VOLUME V, "NEAR EAST AND AFRICA" 

THE TEXT OF PROPOSALS ON A MIDDLE EAST COMMAND, APPROVED BY 
THE U.S., U.K., FRANCE AND TURKEY, DELIVERED TO EGYPT 
OCTOBER 13, 1951. U.K. AND FRANCE HAVE CLEARED IT. 

2. TEXT IS REPEATED BELOW IN CASE FOREIGN MINISTRY HAS 
MISPLACED OUR JUNE 1976 REQUEST. IT FORMS MEANINGFUL PART 
OF DIPLOMATIC RECORD IN VOLUME SCHEDULED FOR DELIVERY TO 
GOVT PRINTING OFFICE NEXT MONTH. ON POSSIBILITY YOUR REPLY 
FAILED REACH HISTORICAL OFFICE, OR SILENCE OF FOREIGN 
MINISTRY INDICATES NO OBJECTION TO PUBLISHING, DEPT PLANS 
PRINT THE FOLLOWING DOCUMENT UNLESS OBJECTION RECEIVED BY 
COB SEPTEMBER 12. 
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3. TEXT: 

"EGYPT BELONGS TO FREE WORLD AND IN CONSEQUENCE HER DEFENSE 
AND THAT OF MIDDLE EAST IN GENERAL IS EQUALLY VITAL TO 

OTHER DEMOCRATIC NATIONS. 

"2. DEFENCE OF EGYPT AND OF OTHER COUNTRIES IN MIDDLE EAST 
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AGAINST AGGRESSION FROM WITHOUT CAN ONLY BE SECURED BY 
COOPERATION OF ALL INTERESTED POWERS. 

"3. DEFENCE OF EGYPT CAN ONLY BE ASSURED THROUGH 
EFFECTIVE DEFENCE OF MIDDLE EAST AREA AND COORDINATION OF 
THIS DEFENCE WITH THAT OF ADJACENT AREAS. 

"4. IT THEREFORE SEEMS DESIRABLE TO ESTABLISH AN ALLIED 
MIDDLE EAST COMM AND IN WHICH COUNTRIES ABLE AND WILLING 
TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE DEFENCE OF THE AREA SHLD PARTICIPATE. 
THE UNITED KINGDOM. THE US. FRANCE AND TURKEY ARE PREPARED 
TO PARTICIPATE WITH THE OTHER INTERESTED COUNTRIES IN 
ESTABLISHING SUCH A COMMAND. AUSTRAL, NEW ZEALAND AND 
UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA HAVE MOREOVER INDICATED THEIR 
INTEREST IN THE DEFENCE OF THE AREA AND HAVE AGREED IN 
PRINCIPLE TO PARTICIPATE IN THE COMMAND. 

”5. EGYPT IS INVITED TO PARTICIPATE AS A FOUNDER MEMBER 
OF ALLIED MIDDLE EAST COMMAND ON BASIS EQUALITY AND 
PARTNERSHIP WITH OTHER FOUNDER MEMBERS. 

"6. IF EGYPT IS PREPARED TO COOPERATE FULLY IN THE ALLIED 
MIDDLE EAST COMMAND ORGANIZATION, ON THE LINES DESCRIBED 
IN ANNEX, HIS MAJESTY'S GOVT FOR THEIR PART WLD BE WILLING 
TO AGREE TO THE SUPERSESSION OF THE 1936 TREATY AND WLD 
ALSO BE WILLING TO AGREE TO WITHDRAW FROM EGYPT SUCH BRIT 
FORCES AS ARE NOT ALLOCATED TO THE ALLIED MIDDLE EAST 
COMMAND BY AGREEMENT BETWEEN EGYPT GOVT AND THE GOVTS OF 
OTHER COUNTRIES ALSO PARTICIPATING AS FOUNDER MEMBERS IN 
ALLIED MIDDLE EAST COMMAND ORGANIZATION. 
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" 1 . AS REGARDS THE ARMED FORCES TO BE PLACED AT DISPOSAL 
OF ALLIED MIDDLE EAST COMMAND THE PROVISION TO THAT COM 
MAND OF NECESSARY STRATEGIC DEFENCE FACILITIES SUCH AS 
MILITARY AND AIR BASES, COMMUNICATIONS, PORTS ETC., EGYPT 
WILL BE EXPECTED TO MAKE HER CONTRIBUTION ON SAME FOOTING 
AS OTHER PARTICIPATING POWERS. 

"8. IN KEEPING WITH SPIRIT OF THESE ARRANGEMENTS EGYPT 
WLD BE INVITED TO ACCEPT POSITION OF HIGH AUTHORITY AND 
RESPONSIBILITY WITHIN ALLIED MIDDLE EAST COMMAND AND TO 
DESIGNATE EGYPT OFFICERS FOR INTEGRATION IN ALLIED MEC 
HEADQUARTERS STAFF. 

"9. FACILITIES TO TRAIN AND EQUIP HER FORCE WILL BE GIVEN 
EGYPT BY THOSE PARTICIPATING MEMBERS OF THE ALLIED COMMAND 
IN POSITION TO GIVE THEM. 

’TO. THE DETAILED ORGANIZATION OF ALLIED MIDDLE EAST 
DEFENSE ORGANIZATION AND ITS EXACT RELATIONSHIP WITH NORTH 
ATLANTIC TREATY ORGANIZATION HAVE YET TO BE WORKED OUT IN 
CONSULTATION BETWEEN ALL POWERS CONCERNED. FOR THIS 
PURPOSE IT IS PROPOSED THAT ALL FOUNDING MEMBERS OF THE 

ALLIED MEC SHLD SEND MIL REPS TO MTG TO BE HELD IN NEAR 
FUTURE WITH OBJECT OF PREPARING DETAILED PROPOSALS FOR 
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SUBMISSION TO GOVTS CONCERNED. 

"TECHNICAL ANNEX: 

1 . IN VIEW OF EGYPT'S IMPORTANCE TO MIDDLE EAST DEFENCE IT 
IS EXPECTED THAT, IN COMMON WITH OTHER PARTICIPATING 
POWERS WHO ARE MAKING SIMILAR CONTRIBUTION TO DEFENCE OF 
AREA. 

"(A) EGYPT WILL AGREE TO FURNISH TO THE PROPOSED ALLIED 
MEC ORGANIZATION SUCH STRATEGIC DEFENCE AND OTHER 
FACILITIES ON HER SOIL AS ARE INDISPENSABLE FOR ORGANIZA- 
TION PEACETIME OF DEFENCE OF MIDDLE EAST, AND 
"(B) SHE WILL UNDERTAKE TO GRANT FORCES OF ALLIED MEC ALL 
NECESSARY FACILITIES AND ASSISTANCE IN EVENT OF WAR, THE 
IMMINENT MENACE OF WAR, OR APPREHENDED INTERNATIONAL 
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EMERGENCY-INCLUDING THE USE OF EGYPT PORTS, AIRFIELDS AND 
MEANS OF COMMUNICATION. 

"2. IT WLD ALSO BE HOPED THAT EGYPT WLD AGREE TO ALLIED 
SUPREME COMMANDER'S HEADQUARTERS BEING LOCATED IN HER 
TERRITORY. 

"3. IN KEEPING WITH SPIRIT OF THESE ARRANGEMENTS IT WLD 
BE UNDERSTOOD: 

"(A) THAT THE PRESENT BRIT BASE IN EGYPT WLD BE FORMALLY 
HANDED OVER TO EGYPT ON UNDERSTANDING THAT IT WLD 
SIMULTANEOUSLY BECOME ALLIED BASE WITHIN THE ALLIED MIDDLE 
EAST COMMAND WITH FULL EGYPTIAN PARTICIPATION IN THE 
RUNNING OF THIS BASE IN PEACE AND WAR. 

"(B) THAT THE STRENGTH OF THE ALLIED FORCES OF PARTICIPA- 
TING NATIONS TO BE STATIONED IN EGYPT IN PEACETIME WLD BE 
DETERMINED BETWEEN PARTICIPATING NATIONS INCLUDING EGYPT, 
FROM TIME TO TIME AS PROGRESS IS MADE IN BUILDING UP 
FORCES OF ALLIED MEC." CHRISTOPHER 
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